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Luke 11:33-36         Sermon ID. 1147        p.m. – 01:06:05 
"THE LIGHT OF THE BODY" 

 
 

Introduction 
 

1. A parable – not so well-known 
2. The background to it 
3. Similar, but not identical to other such sayings 

 
 
1. RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE IS LIKE LIGHT  

 
1) It is Christ who here gives this light: 

(i) by His miracles 
(ii) by His teachings 
(iii) by His perfect Manhood 
(iv) by His Divine nature  

 
2) In what way does Christ give light? 

(i) by showing us the character of God 
(ii) by explaining the way of salvation 
(iii) by telling us about the unseen world  

APPLICATION: The Bible is our one sure light (2 Peter 1)
  
 

2. LIGHT ONLY HELPS IF WE HAVE GOOD EYES   
 

1) Light is very useful: explain:  
ILLUSTRATION: for ships / planes / dental surgery…  
 

2) But if our eyes are diseased, it does not help in the usual way:  
ILLUSTRATION: (eye "evil" = defective – in one way or 
other: e.g. blindness / double-vision…)  
 

3) The eye here is a picture of the soul:  
(i) the mind prejudiced 
(ii) the conscience ineffective 
(iii) the judgement perverted  

 
4) So, religious light is always misused by unconverted persons. 

                    APPLICATION: No wonder the Bible is disliked! See v.27-28 
 
 
3. THE LIGHT WE HAVE MAY BE DARKNESS  

 
1) v.35: this was the case with these unbelievers here: v.14-16, etc.  

APPLICATION: Unbelief always goes wrong in religion:  
ILLUSTRATION: "We have piped…"  
 

2) Religious persons who are unconverted turn light into darkness: 
(i) because they cannot know God aright 
(ii) they do not truly love Christ 
(iii) they dislike true holiness of heart 
(iv) they misunderstand all that God says  

 
3) This can be illustrated endlessly:  

(i) Saul before conversion: persecutor – "did it ignorantly in 
unbelief".  
 

(ii) Those who burned our Scottish martyrs were "Christians".  
But were they?  
 

(iii) The age after Chalmers and McCheyne:   
The eye-sight got blurred by false scholarship from 
Germany, e.g. W. R. Smith.  
DOCTRINE: When people's religion becomes the opposite 
to what God has revealed, it is a turning of light into 
darkness.  
APPLICATION: "Take heed" to this danger, says Christ. 

 
 
4. THE BEST CONDITION IS TO BE FULL OF LIGHT   

 
1) v.36: This is the ideal:  

ILLUSTRATION: A healthy man in a well-lit room: all is 
very clear.  
 

2) So it is when a person has these 2 blessings: 
(i) light 
(ii) eye-sight  
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3) These are 
(i) revelation from God in His Word 
(ii) illumination i.e. a soul renewed by God's grace  

DOCTRINE: To be sound in the faith is a wonderful 
blessing (v.36).  
 

4) To have this we need these two things: 
(i) conversion 
(ii) good and sound teaching.  

Both are needed.  
 

       5) See how important it is to be under sound preaching – to be "sound
  in the faith".  This is what our Reformed churches should 
  be renowned for. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Is it true of you?  Your light is darkness?  Or is your soul full of light? 
There is no joy and happiness to compare with this! 
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