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JOHN 17:15       Sermon No -  1221        a.m. - 11:09:05 
"GOD'S WAY OF HOLINESS" 

 
 

Introduction 
 

1. This High-Priestly Prayer of Christ 
2. The divisions of this prayer 
3. The whole Church is in this prayer  

DOCTRINE: The Lord Jesus Christ, as Mediator, prays here that 
all His people may be kept as they go through this life. 

 
 
1. WHAT CHRIST SAYS HE DOES NOT PRAY FOR  

 
1) Explain: 

(i) the fourfold state of man: innocence / sin / grace / glory 
(ii) how we come to be in these four states 
(iii) there is a necessary order in these states 
(iv) Christ prays as Mediator only for those who are, or should 

be, in a state of grace  
OBSERVE: 

• See what a blessed state this state is 
• See what you miss if not in this state  

 
       2) Christ prays NOT for believers to be taken at once out of this world
   – and taken to glory:  
  This is surprising for several reasons 

(i) He loves us and wishes our highest good 
(ii) He desires us to be with Himself (see later) 
(iii) The world is a dangerous place 
(iv) The Bible warns of apostasy: Hebrews 6, 10  

 
3) In the light of this prayer it is our duty to live contentedly in this  

 world till God takes us out of it:  
(i) Dream not of the "monastic life" 
(ii) Expect to have to face trials in life 
(iii) These trials are obviously meant by Christ  

APPLICATION: The Christian life is a race / fight / war. 
 
 

2. WHAT CHRIST SAYS HE DOES PRAY FOR  
 

1) There is a NEGATIVE and POSITIVE in this prayer  
 

2) Christ prays that we shall be in a place of great danger but be kept 
from the harm which others will fall into  
APPLICATION: See here the blessing and value of being in 
Christ's prayers and intercessions 
 

3) What this evil is which we are to be delivered from: 
(i) "evil" might translate also "evil one" 
(ii) such decline in grace as would lead to falling away ("to him 

that hath…") 
(iii) any temptation which would be too much for us ("Him hath 

no temptation…") 
(iv) being swallowed up by God's judgements which fall on the 

wicked. 
(v) settling down in any sin (e.g. Solomon) 
(vi) being deceived by Antichrist (2 Thes. 2) 
(vii) falling into fatal errors (e.g. Denial of Christ's divinity / of 

the Cross / of the Bible)  
APPLICATION: This TEXT is a promise that believers 
will all be delivered and kept.  
 

4) God's wisdom is different from ours:  
ILLUSTRATION: exposing our children to harm   
  e.g. at a bad school / in a slum…  
APPLICATION: We must never do this, but God may 
 because:  

• He gives secret grace   
ILLUSTRATION: Bunyan 

• His eye is always upon us 
 
 
3. IT IS CLEAR THAT GOD WILL LEAVE US FOR A TIME IN A 

STATE OF GRACE FOR GOOD  
 

1) There are wise reasons why Christ would have us to be on earth for 
a time: 

(i) To learn about ourselves 
(ii) To appreciate our election and calling 
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(iii) To learn to live by faith in the Bible 
(iv) To serve God with cheerfulness 
(v) To lay up treasure in heaven 
(vi) To make progress in godliness 
(vii) To yearn for heaven and glory  

APPLICATION: It is in the light of Christ's prayer that we 
are to see that the state of grace is one in which we are to 
labour to glorify God.  
QUOTATION: "One respect in which earth is better than 
heaven for the Christian…"  
 

2) But Christ intends to bring us into a state of glory at last – see the  
end of this prayer.  What a prospect!   
It includes: mystical union / glory / love.  
OBSERVE: If Christ so prays for us we ought to believe in 
His love towards us. 
 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Let the closing words of this prayer ring in our ears: v.22-26. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PSALM 
 
31: 19 -24 
 
32: 10 – 14 
 
86: 11 - 13 


