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"THE DOCTRINE OF DEATH" 

 

Introduction 
 

1. We look this morning at Death 

2. This is essential, even if solemn 

3. The Bible explains what death is for us 

 

 

1. THE CHRISTIAN ALONE CAN FACE UP TO DEATH  
 

1) "O death…": we can outstare it boldly 

 

2) Death is defeated for us: "sting" / "victory" 

 

3) All the thanks are due to God alone 

 

4) Death cannot hold believers back from glory 

 

5) Examples of Christians at the end of life 

APPLICATION: We can look death in the face 

 

 

2. WHAT DO WE MEAN BY "DEATH"? 

 

1) 3 forms of death: 

(i) temporal: separation of soul + body 

(ii) spiritual: separation of soul from God 

(iii) eternal: separation from God's favour in hell forever 

 

2) Why do people die: 

(i) NOT just because they grow old: look at the Antediluvians 

(ii) "The wages of sin is death".  Explain 

(iii) Therefore all die, but reverence for God tends to promote 

longer life. 

APPLICATION: The fifth commandment and Ps. 91 

 

 

 

3. WHAT HAPPENS AFTER DEATH?  

 

1)  

(i) the soul departs – to go to God 

(ii) a private judgement follows 

(iii) the Intermediate State 

 

2) For the believer, death is better than life: 

(i) no more toil or care 

(ii) "rest from their labours…" 

(iii) perfect in holiness – "with the Lord" 

 

3) For the unbeliever, death is terrible: 

(i) all hope of salvation is now gone 

(ii) all common grace now removed 

(iii) the soul is placed in torment (Luke 16) 

(iv) those in hell remember their folly 

APPLICATION: To live with a tormenting conscience! 

OBSERVE: Lies told by ministers at funerals 

 

 

4. CHRIST HAS ALTERED DEATH FOR BELIEVERS  
 

1) Its "sting": taken for us by Jesus 

 

2) Its "victory": death a defeated foe 

 

3) Sin: dealt with alters death's power 

 

4) The Law: fulfilled loses its strength 

 

5) Sometimes believers have foretastes 

 

6) Christ commands us as believers not to fear  

persecutors but to fear God 

 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

1. Not to sound as those who have no hope 

2. To hold fast to Christ steadfast to the end. 

PSALM 

 

90: 1 – 7 

 

88: 1 – 8 

 

16: 8 – 11 

 


